Lewiston-Auburn Public Health Committee (LAPHC) Meeting

Lewiston City Hall

November 12, 2008

Meeting Summary

1. Attendance:  Ron Potvin, Pam Stinson, Brenda Joly, Phil Nadeau, Cathy Liguori, Maryann Amrich, Ronnie Paradis, Nancy Audet, Jim Lauler, Craig Phillips, Rene Dumont, Peggy Rotundo, Marcia Miller, Erin Guay, Justin Barton-Caplin, and Fatuma Hussein.

2. Brenda Joly and Maryann Amrich presented their efforts to produce a “public health 101” overview to assist LAPHC members in developing their opinions about what constitutes “public health.”  Phil Nadeau will email a copy of the presentation to members once it is received.
3. Copies of the Western District health profile, Healthy Maine 2010, and the Androscoggin County Profile developed by Healthy Androscoggin were handed out to members present. Phil will retain extra copies in his office which will be made available to members who would like to receive any one of the reports.

4. There was some general discussion around the issues of what the general discussion about defining public health means to the group.  The consensus appeared to be that this was necessary to assist some members in developing their opinions about what would constitute the area’s primary concerns relative to developing a public health strategy.

· Ron Potvin believed that one of our primary purposes will be advocacy and to educate the community on a variety of health priorities important to the area.

· There was some discussion about about working to develop a “branding” approach to promote the purpose of the LAPHC and to allow our residents to view the LAPHC as the primary source for public health information.
· There was some general discussion about those public health priorities expressed by the Maine CDC which include obesity, chronic disease and immunizations.

· There was some general discussion about the need for the LAPHC to assume some short term public health initiatives, to do them well, and to do it in a way where residents feel that our efforts have generated some real “value added” for them.

5. Phil reviewed that he will be working with the committee to establish what will become the permanent meeting date but will be focusing immediately on establishing the next meeting date.
6. There was unanimous consensus on choosing a date during the first week of December for a meeting, up to two hours in length, which will be focused solely on goal setting.  Rene Dumont volunteered to recruit a facilitator for the meeting.  All agreed to submit their preliminary list of five goals that will be reviewed and re-organized by the facilitator in advance of our next meeting.

