Lewiston-Auburn Public Health Committee
Lewiston City Hall

May 7, 2009
Meeting Minutes
I. Attendance:  Larry Marcoux, Dot Meagher, Tin Barton-Caplin, Karen Palin, Erin Guay, Marcia Miller, Lisa Dunning, Sarah Mayberry, Brenda Joly, MaryAnn Amrich, Ronnie Paradis, Rene Dumont, Ned Claxton, Phil Nadeau.
II. No formal agenda was prepared for this meeting

III. Co-Chair Rene Dumont requested all sub-committee’s to provide an update on their activity over the last month:

A. Chronic Disease: Ronnie Paradis reviewed their 4/16/09 and reported the following: 

1. reported that the subcommittee is working with the Lewiston Recreation Department to see if their “National Night Out” event can be relocated to Kennedy Park as the subcommittee believes that this will provide them with better access for their outreach efforts that evening.

2 reported on the subcommittee’s smoking policy presentations before both the Auburn and Lewiston City Councils on May 4th and 5th respectively.  Auburn is taking the recommendation under advisement and Lewiston has indicated that it will support the program but with modifications to the LAPHC proposal.  The first Lewiston City Council action is scheduled for May 19th.
ACTION:
Larry Marcoux moved to support the subcommittee’s National Night Out project as submitted in their 4/16/09 report. Tin Barton-Caplin seconded. Vote approved.

B. Public Awareness: No report was submitted at the meeting though the information is available on the LAPHC web site. MaryAnn Amrich reported the following:

1. the LAPHC web site is up on the Healthy Androscoggin web site at:  http://healthyandroscoggin.org/lewiston-auburn-public-health-committee 

2. the subcommittee will be reviewing web posting guidelines and will submit a recommendation to the LAPHC

3. the subcommittee will be reviewing press release guidelines as well
4. spoke to the “cough-safe” proposal brought forward by Dr. Lounsdale. The subcommittee is not prepared to endorse the concept but prepared to endorse all programs that promote coughing hygiene practices recognized by organizations like the Maine CDC

C. Child-Adolescent Health: Karen Palin reported that their activity over the last month involved the crafting of the “Make a Splash” flu-prevention press release issued by the LAPHC on 4.30.09 in response to the H1N1 outbreak. Karen also spoke to their on-going work around program development for “Global Handwashing Day” on October 15, 2009.
IV.
Under “other business,” Ned Claxton spoke to the upcoming Fall 2009 joint flu clinics that will be hosted by both hospitals and the LAPHC and the emphasis on branding this as a LAPHC event.

V.
Under “other business,” Rene Dumont spoke to how the co-chairs will work together in distributing the workload of chairing the committee and how the chairs will approach the committee on a range of future tasks which will include sustainability and funding and strategic planning.  Both chairs believe that the subcommittee process has worked well and have expressed their interest in having the chairs of the existing subcommittee chairs and the two LAPHC chairs serve as a steering team to map out a process to address long-term goals/objectives of the group and the sustainability of the endeavor.  There was significant discussion as to what the strategic planning process might look like.  Given the interest in pursuing this as quickly as possible, the task force team will be organized in the near future.

VI. Meeting adjourned at 2:15 PM.

Respectfully,

Phil Nadeau

LAPHC Vice-Chair

